
WHAT IS A FOCAL 
POINT?

The focal point of a room is the 
aspect of a room that draws 
your attention and into the 
space. It can also be called a 
‘feature’ and is usually 
something that is quite visible 
upon entering a room. 

There is a lot of flexibility as to 
what a focal point can be, but 
it’s main purpose is to subtly 
welcome and invite people into 
a  room.
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DO YOU HAVE A 
FOCAL POINT IN YOUR 
HOME??

If you can identify a focal point in your home, then you will 
be able to make better use of it! Here are some focal points 
to look out for: 

● Structural features such as high ceilings, exposed 
beams, cladded or painted feature walls or fireplaces. 

● Standout furniture such as floor to ceiling 
bookshelves, unique lounges or ottomans. 

● Dramatic accessories such as large floor rugs, 
sculptures or bar carts.

● A bold gallery wall or large art hung on the wall.
● A view that can be seen from a main window.

Once you identify the focal points in your home, you can 
start  to think of ways to emphasise them! 

DON’T HAVE A FOCAL 
POINT IN YOUR HOME? 

DON’T WORRY! !
Some homes don’t have many existing focal points that can 
be leveraged, so here are some ideas to create your own!
● Hang a large piece of artwork or create a gallery wall –

make sure the size is to scale with the wall. 
● Create a feature wall using a bold paint colour, 

wallpaper, cladding or exposed brick.
● Consider adding in some structural elements like 

exposed beams, a fireplace or built in bookshelves that 
are grand and draw the eye. 

● Utilise furniture and accessories that are a unique 
colour and size such as an intricate floor rug, a bold 
ottoman or unique lamps. 

● Emphasise existing elements that aren’t yet a feature. 
Ceiling height can be emphasised by using ceiling floor 
to ceiling curtains and a window with a view can be 
accentuated painting the window frame a bold colour. 

Head to the next page for some examples! 

AVOID THESE 
COMMON MISTAKES!

Scale: selecting window dressings 
that are too small, hanging art that is 
too large or small for a wall, or using 
the wrong sized furniture and 
accessories are all common 
mistakes. Try to make sure 
everything you select is to scale and 
in proportion with the space. 

Colour & Texture: Having bright 
bold colours are great, but don’t 
forget to add textures! If a space 
lacks texture, then a focal point may 
get lost in the room amongst all the 
colour. 

Multiple focal points: if you have 
competing features in a room, then 
it may seem busy. Pick a main focal 
point and avoid other items from 
clashing with it or overbearing it. 



Pendant lights can be used in many 
rooms to help create appeal and draw 
the eye. In both of these examples, the 

pendant lights are large and bold, 
something you can easily incorporate to 

any room. 

Using a large intricate rug 
with a pattern or bold print 

can also create visual interest 
and therefor a focal point! In 
both examples, the scale and 
design of the rug draws the 
eye and softens the space, 

inviting you in. 

ACCESSORIES
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ART & FURNITURE

Another great way to create visual 
interest is through unique 

furniture. In this example, two 
beautiful bronze coffee tables of 
varying shapes are placed in the 

room to draw the eye in a bold way.

You can’t go wrong with a large piece 
of artwork when creating a focal 

point! In these examples, the artwork 
is hung above the lounge, but the 

same can be done in a bedroom or 
dining room above a main piece of 
furniture, or even in an entryway!! 

Another easy to implement 
focal point is a potted 

plant! These green beauties 
are a foolproof way to draw 
the eye and add colour to a 
space. They are particularly 
good in living rooms but can 
be used in almost any room 

in the house!
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A more traditional focal point 
is a fireplace. They are great 
as they are often in a central 

point of a room and have 
fantastic detail. Position 

furniture around the fireplace 
to draw even more attention 
to the feature and perhaps 
give it an update to make it 

stand out even more!

Exposed beams are not 
just a structural element, 

they can also be made into 
a feature! They can be 
painted or stained, but 

either way, they extend the 
height of your ceiling and 
create an amazing focal 

point in the space.

High ceilings are a great structural 
feature as they can be accentuated 

using pendant lights and large pieces of 
artwork. With these accessories, the 

ceiling height is accentuated and 
becomes an amazing feature.

STRUCTURE
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One way to create a feature 
wall, is through the use of 

paint. The most cost effective 
of them all, paint allows you to 
create a focal point in a colour 
that matches the rooms style, 
but can also be changed in the 

future quickly and easily. 

Exposed brick may not be an 
option in every home, but if you 
are looking for a more industrial 
and raw feature wall, then this is 
a great option. The same effect 
could also be achieved through 
wallpaper or cladding that has a 
brick pattern and texture, and 
can sometimes be more cost 

effective. 

In this example you can see two 
alternative feature wall options 

– wallpaper and wall 
panelling. They don’t have to 
be used in the same space as 

they are here, but they are 
both amazing ways to create a 

feature wall. Make sure the 
style or pattern selected suits 

the style of your home!. 

FEATURE WALLS
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NOW IT’S 
YOUR TURN!!
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FIVE FAST TIPS!

1. Hanging a large piece of art 
above a lounge is a foolproof 
way of introducing a focal point.

2. Limit feature walls to being on 
just one wall to avoid the space 
from feeling too chaotic. 

3. Make sure your focal point 
works with the existing colour 
palette and style of the room.

4. Frame a window with bold 
curtains to emphasise the view 
that can be seen from it.  

5. Hang a large pendant light 
from a high ceiling to draw the 
eye upwards.
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Use this guide to have a 
go in your home and 
don’t forget to share what 
you create with us! 

https://www.facebook.com/letsrevamppropertystyling
https://www.instagram.com/letsrevamppropertystyling/
https://twitter.com/letsrevamp
https://letsrevamp.com.au/
https://www.houzz.com.au/pro/letsrevamp/let-s-revamp-property-styling-and-decorating


Click on the house icon below to return back to the training module

https://homeimprovementtraining.com/course/fundamentals-
focal-point-in-interior-design/lessons/summary-mistakes-and-tips

https://homeimprovementtraining.com/course/fundamentals-focal-point-in-interior-design/lessons/summary-mistakes-and-tips
https://homeimprovementtraining.com/course/fundamentals-focal-point-in-interior-design/lessons/summary-mistakes-and-tips/

